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June 3, 2025 

The Honorable Steve Montenegro 
Speaker of the House 
House of Representatives 
1700 W. Washington Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

RE: Vote Request- SB1658 Failure to Treat; Animal Cruelty 

Dear Speaker Montenegro: 

On behalf of the Arizona Association of Counties (AACo) I am writing to respectfully urge that 
SB1658 Failure to Treat; Animal Cruelty be scheduled for consideration on a House Third Read 
Calendar at the earliest opportunity. This important piece of legislation is designed to establish 
clear and consistent standards for the proper care and treatment of all domesticated animals, 
including mammals, birds, reptiles, and amphibians. 

The development of this bill has been a collaborative effort, over the course of multiple sessions, 
with significant input and support from County Sheriffs and County Attorneys.  Their involvement 
was key in refining the language and scope of the bill to ensure it is both enforceable and 
effective. As a result of this thorough vetting process, the AACo Board of Directors has formally 
endorsed the legislation.  

We believe that SB1658 represents a critical step forward in promoting animal welfare and 
ensuring accountability in cases of neglect or mistreatment. Its timely advancement through the 
legislative process is essential to realizing these goals. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and for your continued commitment to thoughtful and 
responsible policymaking. Please do not hesitate to reach out if further information or clarification 
is needed. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer M. Marson 
Executive Director 



May 28, 2025 

Dear Members of the Arizona House of Representatives, 

On behalf of the Maricopa County Sheriff's Office, I am writing in support of Senator 

Bolick's Senate Bill 1658. This legislation aims to establish clear, enforceable definitions 

for the basic care of companion animals, including food, water, shelter, and medical 

attention. 

Under current law, vague definitions can limit our ability to hold offenders accountable in 

animal cruelty cases. SB1658 would address some of these shortcomings by providing law 

enforcement with the legal clarity needed to take action in cases where animals are in 

need of protection. 

This bill represents a vital step forward in combating the growing issue of animal cruelty. 

At the Maricopa County Sheriff's Office, we operate a dedicated animal crimes unit 

committed to investigating and prosecuting such offenses. To report an animal-related 

crime, constituents may call 602-876-1212 du ring business hours or 602-876-1011 after 

hours. For any questions regarding this legislation, please feel free to contact us directly at 

602-876-1000 ext. 6.

We respectfully urge your support when SB1658 comes before the House. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Respectfully, 

MARICOPA COUNTY 

SHERIFF'S OFFICE 

Jerry Sheridan 

Sheriff 

Maricopa County Sheriff's Office 

550 W. Jackson, Phoenix, AZ 85003 

Office: 602-876-1809 

Email: jerry.sheridan@mcso.maricopa.gov 



May 23, 2025 
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Thank you for your tim and con ideration. 

Joe lure 

/� 
Executi e Director 
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